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junta of the head class, of which Carson was a member ; he
assumed the role of inquisitor and judge, as he did so often in
later days to His Majesty's Ministers, Although a half-hearted
admission of guilt was made by the wretched boy under
suspicion, there still remained some missing money to be
accounted for. All the boy's possessions had been ransacked
in vain. Carson noticed that the culprit kept looking at his
feet. "Take off your boots/' said Carson in his best Green
Street and Old Bailey manner ; the missing coins wen: at
once found. The writer cannot help thinking that the story
must have been recounted to the Vice-President of the
Royal Institute of Irish Architects., and that it hardened him
in his determination to make his son a barrister, and to keep
him from the Church.
At all events, the father was faithful to his promise ; he
sent his son to the University which had trained the minds of
so many of the most illustrious of his countrymen, There is
little that is mediaeval about Trinity College, Dublin ; it
breathes into its students the spacious atmosphere of the
eighteenth century, when the Irish capital was becoming one
of the most elegant and graceful cities in Europe. Further,
the students had this advantage over their brothers of Oxford
and Cambridge: The two great English Universities over-
shadow the provincial towns which so largely depend upon
them. Professors are professors in Oxford and Cambridge^
and dons are dons ; in Trinity they are courtiers and men of
the world, in constant touch with the many currents of lift* of
a capital city. Typical of them was Professor MahuOey, who
had just become a Fellow when Carson entered as an under*-
graduate. Perhaps this is the cause of the ran: distinction
which Trinity College throws around its alumni, la Canton's
time the undergraduates were rnaiuly Protestants, although
a few Catholics took advantage of the best education in
Ireland, and the University was beginning to become a
meeting-place for the middle nation and the old inhabitants
of the island, At the midsummer entrance examination of
1871 he earned a/fi high place " in classic^ and in Miehiu*!-
mas 1871 a junior exhibition. He is said to have missed
a scholarship only by a mark and a halt At the littlcgo